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Pre K-12th Grade Worksheet

Review: CONi-

Using Evidence from The Text

Topic: R1.5.8- Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying
which reasons and evidence support which point(s).

Instructions: Read the excerpt of “The Adventures of Jerry Muskrat” by Thornton W.
Burgess below and then answer the questions.

“What was it Mother Muskrat had said about Farmer Brown’s boy and his traps?” Jerry Muskrat
sat on the edge of the Big Rock and kicked his heels while he tried to remember. The fact is,
Jerry had not half heeded. He had been thinking of other things. Besides, it seemed to him that
Mother Muskrat was altogether foolish about a great many things.

“Pooh!” said Jerry, throwing out his chest, “I guess | can take care of myself without being tied to
my mother’s apron strings! What if Farmer Brown’s boy is setting traps around the Smiling Pool? |
guess he can’t fool your Uncle Jerry. He isn’t so smart as he thinks he is; | can fool him any day.”
Jerry chuckled. He was thinking of how he had once fooled Farmer Brown’s boy into thinking a
big trout was on his hook.

Slowly Jerry slid into the Smiling Pool and swam over towards his favorite log. Peter Rabbit stuck
his head over the edge of the bank. “Hi, Jerry,” he shouted, “last night | saw Farmer Brown’s boy
coming over this way with a lot of traps. Better watch out!”

“Go chase yourself, Peter Rabbit. | guess | can look out for myself,” replied Jerry, just a little
crossly.

Peter made a wry face and started for the sweet clover patch. Hardly was he out of sight when
Billy Mink and Bobby Coon came down the Laughing Brook together. They seemed very much
excited. When they saw Jerry Muskrat, they beckoned for him to come over where they were, and
when he got there, they both talked at once, and it was all about Farmer Brown’s boy and his
traps.

“You'd better watch out, Jerry,” warned Billy Mink, who is a great traveler and has had wide
experience.

“Oh, | guess I'm able to take care of myself,” said Jerry airily, and once more started for his

favorite log. And what do you suppose he was thinking about as he swam along? He was wishing
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that he knew what a trap looked like, for despite his boasting he didn’t even know what he was to
look out for. ”

1. The author has characterized Jerry Muskrat as a stubborn and headstrong individual. Do you

agree or disagree?

2. Underline places in the text you feel support your opinion about Jerry Muskrat.

3. Explain your opinion about the character with at least two pieces of evidence from the text to

support your view.




