
Follow these tips to ensure a successful tutoring session!

Create a routine
	Establish a regular schedule (ex. Mon/Wed/Fri) to build confidence and consistency. Keep 
sessions short—20-30 minutes—to maintain engagement.

Make the most of your session
Help your child log in, complete the “Connect with a Tutor Now” form, and choose Chat + Voice* 
for read-aloud support.

Ask a question! 
Not sure what to ask? Use the prompts on this worksheet to get started. Ask your child’s teacher 
which of these to practice.

Upload your own worksheets or texts, share your screen, or tutors can share both fiction and 
nonfiction stories (it may take a few minutes for tutors to find materials at student reading level).

Share key details. 
Let the tutor know of any special learning needs your student may have. For example:

•	 My student is in 3rd grade but reading at a 1st grade level.

•	 My student confuses “d” and “b.” 

•	 My student is having a hard time with reading comprehension; he/she is able to identify the 
words but has difficulty summarizing key details.

Tutors can help with:
Phonics / Word Recognition
•	 Connecting letters and sounds

•	 Accurately recognizing and 
reading words

Fluency
•	 Reading smoothly and 

accurately

Comprehension

•	 Understanding what you are 
reading

Vocabulary
•	 Learning and using new words

Text Features/Structure
•	 Sequencing of events

•	 Identifying cause and effect

•	 Summarizing text and making 
inferences

•	 Determining a theme or main 
idea from a text
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C
olleg

e and
 C

areer R
ead

y Stand
ard

s for Literacy (C
C

R
SL) estab

lish g
uid

elines 
for E

ng
lish lang

uag
e arts (E

LA
) and

 literacy. These stand
ard

s are d
esig

ned
 to

 
ensure that stud

ents in g
rad

es K
-12 d

evelop
 essential read

ing
 skills.

K
indergarten Prom

pts
First G

rade Prom
pts

Second G
rade Prom

pts
C

an you help m
y child

...
• R

ead
 alo

ud
 fo

r 20
 m

inutes.
• N

am
e up

p
er- and

 low
ercase letters.

• P
ractice m

atching
 letters to their so

und
s 

(ex. “b
” says /b/).

• B
lend

 so
und

s to read
 sim

p
le w

o
rd

s (ex. st-, 
ca-, b

l-, th-).
• R

ead
 a sho

rt sto
ry and

 help
 m

y child
 retell 

the b
eg

inning
, m

id
d

le, and
 end

.
• P

ractice read
ing

 co
m

m
o

n sig
ht w

o
rd

s (ex. 
the, is, m

e, they, lo
o

k, here).
• D

escrib
e characters o

r setting
s fro

m
 a 

sto
ry.

• A
sk and

 answ
er q

uestio
ns ab

o
ut w

hat they 
read

 (w
ho, w

hat, w
here).

• P
ractice reco

g
nizing

 rhym
ing

 w
o

rd
s and

 
w

o
rd

 p
atterns.

C
an you help m

y child
...

• P
ractice read

ing
 alo

ud
 and

 so
und

ing
 o

ut 
new

 w
o

rd
s.

• P
ractice asking

 and
 answ

ering
: w

ho, w
hat, 

w
hen, w

here, w
hy, and

 how
 q

uestio
ns.

• R
ead

 and
 und

erstand
 no

nfi ctio
n texts (ex. 

b
o

o
ks ab

o
ut anim

als, w
eather, sp

o
rts).

• F
ind

 and
 d

iscuss new
 w

o
rd

s they d
o

n’t 
know

 using
 co

ntext clues.
• P

ractice read
ing

 w
o

rd
s w

ith co
m

m
o

n vow
el 

team
s (ex. ai, ee).

• R
ead

 a sto
ry and

 id
entify the m

ain to
p

ic o
r 

m
essag

e.
• R

etelling
 sto

ries, includ
ing

 key d
etails.

• N
otice how

 characters chang
e in a sto

ry.
• P

ractice read
ing

 sig
ht w

o
rd

s m
o

re fl uently.

C
an you help m

y child
...

• R
ead

 a sto
ry w

ith exp
ressio

n and
 

sm
o

othness.
• P

ractice id
entifying

 the m
ain id

ea and
 key 

d
etails in a text.

• E
xp

lain how
 characters resp

o
nd

 to
 

p
ro

b
lem

s.
• C

o
m

p
are tw

o versio
ns of the sam

e sto
ry 

(ex. fairy tales).
• F

ig
ure o

ut the m
eaning

 of new
 w

o
rd

s using
 

clues fro
m

 the sentence.
• P

ractice read
ing

 and
 und

erstand
ing

 
no

nfi ctio
n texts.

• P
ractice read

ing
 w

o
rd

s w
ith p

refi xes and
 

suffi  xes (ex. re-, -ful).
• D

escrib
e the overall structure of a text (ex. 

b
eg

inning
, m

id
d

le, end
).

Third G
rade Prom

pts
Fourth G

rade Prom
pts

Fifth G
rade Prom

pts
C

an you help m
y child

...
• R

ead
 a sto

ry and
 fi g

ure o
ut the central 

m
essag

e o
r lesso

n.
• P

ractice d
escrib

ing
 how

 characters’ actio
ns 

aff ect the sto
ry.

• C
o

m
p

are and
 co

ntrast tw
o characters o

r 
texts.

• U
se co

ntext clues to fi g
ure o

ut tricky w
o

rd
s.

• Id
entify cause-and

-eff ect relatio
nship

s.
• R

ead
 alo

ud
 w

ith fl uency and
 exp

ressio
n.

• Id
entify no

nfi ctio
n text features.

• E
xp

lain the autho
r’s p

o
int of view

.
• P

ractice read
ing

 m
ultisyllab

ic w
o

rd
s.

• P
ractice und

erstand
ing

 no
nfi ctio

n text 
structures (ex. seq

uence, p
ro

b
lem

/so
lutio

n).

C
an you help m

y child
...

• F
ind

 the them
e o

r m
ain id

ea in a sto
ry o

r 
article.

• P
ractice exp

laining
 how

 a character’s w
o

rd
s 

and
 actio

ns reveal their traits.
• S

um
m

arize a sto
ry o

r article.
• P

ractice co
m

p
aring

 d
iff erent p

o
ints of view

.
• U

se text evid
ence to sup

p
o

rt their answ
ers.

• Id
entify text structures.

• R
ead

 a no
nfi ctio

n article and
 d

eterm
ine the 

autho
r’s p

urp
ose.

• P
ractice read

ing
 co

m
p

lex sentences 
sm

o
othly and

 fl uently.
• P

ractice using
 co

ntext clues to fi g
ure o

ut 
the m

eaning
 of fi g

urative lang
uag

e (ex. 
sim

iles, p
erso

nifi catio
n, o

no
m

ato
p

o
eia).

C
an you help m

y child
...

• F
ind

 and
 exp

lain m
ultip

le them
es o

r id
eas.

• S
um

m
arize a no

nfi ctio
n article.

• E
xp

lain how
 an autho

r sup
p

o
rts their p

o
ints 

w
ith evid

ence.
• P

ractice read
ing

 lo
ng

er p
assag

es fl uently 
and

 w
ith exp

ressio
n.

• C
o

m
p

are sto
ries fro

m
 the sam

e g
enre (ex. 

tw
o m

ysteries).
• P

ractice co
m

p
aring

 and
 co

ntrasting
 

characters, setting
s, o

r events using
 d

etails 
fro

m
 the text.

• A
nalyze how

 text structures shap
e 

m
eaning

.
• P

ractice id
entifying

 fi g
urative lang

uag
e and

 
w

hat it m
eans.


